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Abstract
This presentation examines the transnational mobility of illustrated periodicals produced in the German Democratic Republic (GDR) targeted at foreign distribution. Taking the Greek-language magazine Pyrsos as a case study, it situates its publication within the GDR’s highly organised foreign-language publishing infrastructure, where magazines functioned simultaneously as instruments of propaganda, vehicles for promoting socialist products, and platforms for international exchange.
Produced by the state-affiliated Verlag Zeit im Bild in Dresden, Pyrsos formed part of a broader ecosystem of foreign-language magazines aimed at Western, Non-Aligned, African, Arab, and socialist states. While it shared production resources and visual materials with other titles, Pyrsos was distinctive in being edited and art-directed by Greek political refugees and in its absence of advertising.
The paper argues that the double-page spread operated as a deliberately designed compositional unit through which editorial strategy, ideological negotiation, and reader participation were staged. Ultimately, the double-page spread in Pyrsos functioned as an active site where historical pasts were reclaimed, lived experiences in socialist states articulated, and imaginaries of future repatriation rendered visible.
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